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City  OK's  Developer's 

'Sweetheart  Deal' 
with  Hastings 

by  Rob  Waters 

City  planning  officials  approved  a  deal 
between  Milton  Meyer  Co.,  the  huge  de- 
velopers building  the  43-story  Five  Fremont 
Center  downtown,  and  Hastings  Law  School 
that  allows  Milton  Meyer  to  pick  up  required 
housing  credits,  supposedly  for  low-  and 
moderate-income  residents,  by  financially 
assisting  the  school  to  provide  housing  for 
law  students.  The  Company  is  sinking  $3.2 
million  into  the  nearly-completed  rehabilita- 
tion of  the  Old  Empire  Hotel  at  McAlHster 
and  Leavenworth.  Rents  in  the  building, 
now  called  McAllister  Tower,  range  up  to 
$780  per  month. 

"This  is  an  outrageous  and  shocking  sweet- 
heart deal  cut  h-  a  huge  developer  and 
a  nug^rmstrnniud  .mlii  the  support  of  the 
city,"  said  attorney  Sue  Hestor,  a  frequent 
critic  of  the  city's  housing  and  development 
policies. 

"It's  crazy,"  said  Brad  Paul-,  director  of  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  coalition.  "Hous- 
ing credits  are  a  scswce  resource,  and  they're 
going  to  use  them  up  on  this?" 

The  deal  was  revealed  during  a  routine 
informational  report  at  the  start  of  a 
Planning  Commission  meeting  late  last 
month .  No  action  was  required  by  the 
Commissioners,  who  did  not  themselves 
know  of  the  arrangement  until  the  week  of 
the  meeting.  "1  was  very  shocked  when 
I  found  out,  "Dr.  Yoshio  Nakashima,  a 
member  of  the  Commission  told  the  Times. 
"I  feel  it*s  stretching  the  matter." 

Under  a  one-year  old  plan  called  the  Office 
Housing  Production  Program  (OHPP),  large 
office  developers  are  required  to  offset  the 
impact  of  their  projects  by  building  "or 
causing  to  be  built' '  housing.  The  guidelines 
on  the  program,  which  housing  activists 
have  long  criticized  for  being  too  loose,  give 
the  Planning  Director  the  authority  to 
approve  the  mitigations.  Developers  are 
supposed  to  provide  housing  in  accordance 
with  a  certain  formula  that  is  based  on  the 
demand  for  housing  that  is  generated  by  the 
development.  Developers  can  get  multiple 
credits  if  the  housing  they  "cause  to  be 
built"  is  for  low-  and/or  moderate -income 
people. 

The  Commission's  resolution  approving  the 
Five  Fremont  project  stated  that  "Milton 
Meyer  and  Company  agrees  to  cause  the 
construction  and/or  rehabiUtation  of  550 
housing  units  in  San  Francisco,  of  which 
units  at  least  half  must  be  for  low  and 
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Demonstrators  Hit 
Condo  Craziness 


by  Rob  Waters 

Over  one  hundred  and  fifty  demonstrators 
from  the  Tenderloin  and  throughout  the  city 
paraded  and  chanted  outside  the  La  Galleria 
condominiums  on  Bush  and  Taylor  Streets  on 
August  31 .  The  event,  sponsored  by  the  North 
of  Market  Planning  Coalition,  was  called  to 
protest  the  city '  s  continuing  failure  to  limit  the 
ever-increasing  construction  of  new  condo- 
miniums despite  the  fact  that  there  is  a  huge 
vacancy  rate  among  the  city's  high-priced 
condo  units.  Speakers  attacked  City  Hall  for 


POLICE  SUED  FOR 
PaK  ST.  SWEEPS 

by  Patrick  Finley 

The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  in  a  suit 
heard  last  month  in  Superior  Court,  charged 
that  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department 
has  been  indiscriminately  arresting  people 
on  Polk  Street  and  other  areas  in  an  effort  to 
clear  the  street  of  so-called  undesirables. 
They  charge  that  the  arrests  are  made  with 
full  knowledge  that  those  arrested  will  never 
be  charged  in  Court. 

Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein,  testifying  for  the 
defense,  admitted  that  she  had  ordered  the 
"stepped-up  enforcement"  that  led  to  the 
sweeps. 

The  ACLU  released  a  study  which  showed 
that  3490  arrests  were  made  over  the  last 
two  years  for  obstructing  the  sidewalk,  and 
that  3400  of  those  arrests  were  either 
discharged  or  dismissed.  ACLU  lawyers  say 
that  this  is  a  gross  violation  of  constitutional 
rights. 

The  suit,  Ramey  v.  Murphy,  contends  that 
enforcement  is  unconstitutional  and  asks  for 
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promoting  unaffordable  luxury  housing  when 
thousands  of  people  are  living  on  the  street, 
and  called  the  city's  housing  policy  "super- 
gentrification." 

Coalition  President  Jerry  Schween  pointed 
to  the  Mayor's  office,  saying  that  the  Mayor 
"favors  any  kind  of  housing  for  the  Tender- 
loin ,  regardless  of  whether  it's  affordable. 
That  disgusts  me." 

Win  Cottrell  of  the  Gray  Panthers  called  on  all 
tenants  to '  'come  together  and  storm  this  city 
and  let  them  know  that  we're  not  going  to  let 
them  push  us  out." 

Wade  Hudson  of  the  Aarti  Hotel,  a  newly- 
rehabilitated  cooperative  hotel  told  the  crowd 
that  "we've  got  to  draw  the  line"  on  the  latest 
condominium  proposal,  a  214  unit  building 
suggested  for  the  present  site  of  Europa 
Motors  at  Polk  and  O'Farrell  Streets.  "It's 
the  intent  of  a  lot  of  folks  to  drive  poor  people 
out  of  this  city.  If  we  let  them  get  away  with 
another  luxury  condo,  it  will  drive  people 
out." 

The  Planning  Commission  will  hold  a  hear- 
ing on  the  Polk/O'Farrell  project  on  Septem- 
ber 2.  At  that  time  they  will  rule  on  whether 
or  not  the  developers  will  be  required  to 
prepare  an  Environmental  Impact  Report 
(EIR).  The  Planning  Department  staff  had 
initially  prepared  a  "negative  declaration," 
a  finding  that  the  project  could  not  have  a 
significant  impact  on  the  environment  and 
thus  an  EIR  is  not  required.  The  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition  filed  an  appeal  of 
that  declaration  and  a  hearing  was  sche- 
duled last  month.  In  an  unexpected  twist, 
the  City  Attorney  announced  at  that  hearing 
that  the  negative  declaration  was  legally 
flawed  and  would  have  to  be  reworked.  The 
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Looking  Back 

As  regular  readers  of  the  Tenderloin  Times 
are  probably  aware,  Claudia  Viek,  Hospitality 
House's  Executive  Director  for  the  past  4'/2 
years,  has  resigned. 

She  leaves  with  a  few  thoughts  about 
Hospitality  House  and  the  neighborhood. 

Ten  years  ago,  the  Rev.  Don  Seaton, 
Director  of  Hospitality  House,  described  the 
Tenderloin  as  "different  from  Skid  Row  or  a 
ghetto.  The  Tenderloin  has  no  social  struc- 
ture of  its  own.  It  is  not  a  community  and 
never  will  be.  There  are  no  lines  of 
communication.  It  is  impossible  to  organize 
the  Tenderloin." 

Today,  the  Tenderloin  is  truly  a  conmaunity, 
with  healthy  networks,  neighborhood  acti- 
vists and  its  own  line  of  communication,  the 
"Tenderloin  Times."  HH  has  played  a  key 
role  in  cultivating  this  sense  of  community, 
while  at  the  same  time  trying  to  meet  the 
intense  social  needs  of  Tenderloin  residents. 

I  met  Don  Seaton  the  other  day  for  the  first 
time.  He  said  he  was  glad  to  see  his  words 
disproved.  I  asked  him  what  the  early  HH 
was  like.  He  described  it  as  a  "safehouse," 
a  haven  for  homeless  street  youth  and  young 
adults.  The  impetus  for  creating  such  a 
center  sprung  from  the  Vanguards  youth 
club  at  Glide  Church  in  the  mid-60's.  Alice 
Kavanaugh,  a  Glide  member,  organized 
people  around  the  needs  of  street  youth  and 
obtained  the  Leavenworth  site.  Then,  the 
Drop  In  Center  was  open  from  9  a.m.  to  6 
a.m.  and  there  was  the  Arts  and  Crafts 
Workshop.  Soon  after,  a  mental  health  clinic 
was  set  up  under  the  Northeast  Mental 
Health  Services  and  a  free  health  clinic 
operated  out  of  the  center  as  well.  Dick 
Baltz ,  from  the  state  E .  D .  D . ,  was  also 
stationed  at  Hospitality  House   to  pro- 


vide  employment  services.  "The  staff  was 
devoted  and  idealistic,  they  worked  24  hours 
a  day  if  needed,"  said  Seaton. 

The  early  programs  at  Hospitality  House 
strived  to  meet  people's  needs  with  a  rich 
variety  of  services,  but  as  I  re-read  the  old 
brochures  and  newspaper  articles,  I  am 
struck  even  more  by  the  different  self-image 
that  Hospitality  House  and  the  Tenderloin 
have  today.  The  Catholic  Archdiocese  Moni- 
tor in  1971  called  the  Tenderloin  an  '  'X-rated 
neijfhborhood.  A  series  of  examiner 
articles  in  1977  characterized  the  Tenderloin 
as  "Hell  at  Your  Doorstep."  Old  HH 
brochures  give  an  impression  of  the  center 
as  a  sort  of  missionary  outpost,  succouring 
sinners.  While  many  of  the  same  social 
problems  which  gave  the  area  this  image 
still  exist,  I  know  that  the  attitude  that  HH 
has  about  itself  and  its  neighbors,  and  that 
our  neighbors  have  about  themselves,  has 
dramatically  changed.  The  difference  can  be 
summed  up  in  one  word  —  "power". 

At  Hospitality  House,  while  we  still  dispense 
social  service  "band  aids,"  our  obvious  goal 
is  also  to  empower  people  —  to  enable 
street  youth  to  be  self-supporting  without 
prostituting,  to  promote  the  work  of  local 
artists  and  poets,  to  provide  concrete  train- 
ing and  responsibility  to  community  volun- 
teers. Empowering  means  developing  your 
personal  capabihties  and  their  contributing 
to  a  general  sense  of  conmiunity. 


This  new  sense  of  power  is  evident  in  the 
neighborhood  as  a  whole:  the  growing 
membership  and  the  consequent  leverage  of 
the  North  of  Market  Coalition  is  an  expres- 
sion of  people's  faith  and  determination. 
The  Luxury  Hotel  Task  Force  set  a  national 
precedent  when  it  secured  millions  of  dollars 
worth  of  mitigations  to  offset  the  impact  of 
three  new  hotels  in  the  area.  Nothing 
succeeds  like  success. . .  and  as  a  result  of  the 
emergence  of  a  powerful  resident  consti- 
tuency, the  rest  of  the  city  is  now  taking  the 
funky  Tenderloin  seriously. 

Looking  back  over  my  4H  years  in  the 
conmiunity,  I  see  that  the  origins,  develop- 
ment and  now  the  future  of  HH  are 
intertwined  with  that  of  the  Tenderloin  as  a 
whole.  I  really  can't  predict  where  the 
agency  or  the  Tenderloin  will  be  5  years 
from  now.  On  the  one  hand,  market  forces 
have  literally  turned  urban  blight  to  golden 


Looking  Forward 

Doreen  Gaedtke  has  been  selected  by  the 
Boardof  Directors  of  Hospitality  House  as  the 
new  executive  Director.  You'll  be  hearing 
much  from  her  in  the  coming  months  and 
years. 

I  am  delighted  to  be  Hospitality  House's 
new  representative  to  the  community  and 
appreciate  the  warm  welcome  from  the 
Board,  staff  and  friends,  old  and  new.  No 
newcomer  to  the  Tenderloin,  I  worked  in  this 
neighborhood  a  number  of  years  ago  as  an 
outreach  and  crisis  intervention  person.  At 
that  time,  I  came  to  know  the  supportive 
programs  of  Hospitality  House. 

Because  of  my  belief  in  people's  ability  to 
develop  self-sufficiency,  I  have  always 
worked  in  grassroots  organizations  which 
provide  survival  and  growth  skills.  My 
career  includes  teaching  in  child  care  cen- 
ters ,  and ,  more  recently ,  administering 
community  action  programs  in  rural  north- 
em  California. 

It's  good  to  be  back,  and,  in  keeping  with  its 
tradition,  HH  will  continue  providing  helpful 
and  needed  services  to  the  people  of  the 
Tenderloin  community. 


apples.  On  the  other  hand,  the  area  is 
absorbing  the  brunt  of  the  nation's  economic 
depression  with  increasing  numbers  of 
homeless,  unemployed  and  mentally  iU 
people  on  our  streets.  Yet  the  spirit  of  our 
neighbors  has  never  been  stronger. 

I  believe  that  the  Tenderloin  can  survive  as  a 
low-income  residential  neighborhood.  It 
shall,  only  if  its  leaders  continue  to  see  their 
role  as  one  of  empowering  residents  to 
strengthen  their  own  community. 
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Polk  St.  Neighbors,  Youth  Come  Together 
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W-cgfi^  ow  Po^fe  Street 


Polk  Street,  long  a  center  for  runaways  and  a 
meat  market  for  young  male  prostitutes,  is 
becoming  increasingly  crowded  with  trou- 
bled teenagers  on  their  own  and  on  the 
streets.  Faced  with  a  growing  influx  of  kids 
and  mounting  confrontations  with  poHce,  a 
new  group,  the  Polk  Street  Town  Hall,  has 
come  together  with  the  goal  of  establishing  a 
youth  service  center  on  Polk  Street. 

Police  estimates  put  the  number  of  homeless 
youth  at  between  500  and  1500  at  any  one 
time,  most  of  them  congregating  in  the  Polk 
Street/Tenderloin  area.  "There  are  more 
kids  than  ever  before,"  says  Lance  Schein- 
beckler,  a  21-year  old  former  street  hustler, 
"and  they're  younger  than  ever  before." 

Scheinbeckler  attributes  the  growing  num- 
bers to  a  variety  of  different  factors  from 
Reaganomics  to  the  sexual  revolution.  He 
points  out  that  more  of  the  kids  are  locals  — 
"kids  whose  parents  can't  take  care  of 
continued  on  page  4 


Misleading  Medi-Cal  Letter  Producing  Fear 


Uncertainty  and  fear  were  already  high 
among  Medi-Cal  patients  and  providers 
before  the  State  Health  Department  sent  out 
a  letter  last  month  on  "Important  Changes 
in  Medi-Cal  Benefits."  That  letter,  which 
has  been  variously  described  as  "des- 
picable," "misleading"  and  "ambiguous" 
has  accelerated  that  fear  and  produced  panic 
among  some  patients. 

"People  are  coming  in  here  freaking  out," 
says  Greg  Marks,  office  manager  of  the 
North  of  Market  Senior  Service  Center. 
*  'On«  woixuui  caxne  in  in  tears  because  she 
thought  that  all  services  were  going  to  be 
cut  off. ' ' 

It's  one  of  the  most  despicable  things  I've 
ever  seen,"  said  Dr.  Dennis  Stone,  also  of 
North  of  Market.  "People  are  asking  me, 
'What  are  we  gonna  do,  where  are  we  gonna 
go,  how  are  we  gonna  get  treatment?'  " 

The  controversial  and  scary  part  of  the  letter 
is  its  first  section,  which  says:  "Coverage  of 
medical,  surgical  and  other  services  will  be 
limited  to  only  those  services  which  are 
considered  medically  necessary  to  protect 
life  or  prevent  significant  disabiUty.  Those 
elective  services  which  can  be  eliminated 
without  seriously  endangering  your  life  or 
causing  you  a  significant  disabiUty  will  no 
longer  be  approved."  The  section  goes  on  to 
say  that  "If  you  are  denied  a  service  and 
your  condition  worsens  to  the  point  where 
further  denial  would  endanger  your  life  or 
cauase  significant  disability,  the  service  can 
be  reconsidered  for  approval." 

Susan  Waters,  Executive  Director  of  the  San 
Francisco  Medical  Society,  told  the  Times 
that  the  letter  was  "misleading."  "The  first 
paragraph  impHes  that  a  Medi-Cal  patient 
has  to  be  in  a  life-threatening  situation 
before  they  can  seek  treatment.  That's 
simply  not  true.  Medi-Cal  patients  do  not 
have  to  wait  until  they  are  about  to  die"  to 
go  for  treatment. 

Beverlee  Myers,  the  State  Director  of  Health 
Services  conceded  to  the  Ssm  Francisco 
Exmaminer  that  the  letter  was  ambiguous. 
"If  I  had  written  it...  it  might  have  been 
written  differently."  she  said.  Pete  Weisser 
from  the  Department's  Press  Office  told  the 
Times  that  while  the  letter  was  by  "no 
means  perfect , "  it  was  attempting  the 
difficult  task  of  '  'conveying)  the  basic  thrust 


of  a  46  page  document  in  2  pages/'  and  that 
some  '  'confusion  and  uncertainty  is  in- 
evitable. ' 


Meanwhile,  San  Francisco's  Department  of 
Health  continues  to  try  to  deal  with  the 
massive  changes  the  state  has  caused.  They 
must  contend  with  and  must  figure  out  a  way 
to  serve  those  people  who  will  now  be 
eliminated  from  Medi-Cal  but  will  still  be  in 
need  of  services.  The  largest  category  of 
people  getting  cut  off  by  the  state  and  who 
will  now  fall  to  the  city  are  the  so-called 
Medically  Indigent  Adults.  MIA's  are  those 
people  who  are  not  aged,  bUnd  or  disabled, 
who  are  not  single  parents  but  who  are 
low-income  and  now  get  Medi-Cal.  This 
category  includes  all  General  Assistance 
recipients.  The  state  will  turn  over  to  the 
counties,  70%  of  the  amount  that  was 
previously  spent  on  the  MIA's  and  the 
counties  will  have  to  set  up  their  own 
programs. 

The  Health  Department's  current  thinking, 
and  their  thinking  changes  daily,  is  that  they 
will  expand  their  5  District  Health  Centers 
throughout  the  city  into  actual  clinics  where 
patients  can  receive  primary  care .  All 
in-patients  care  (hospitalization)  will  be  at 
San  Francisco  General  Hospital.  The  Depart- 
ment is  not  planning  to  contract  with  private 
providers  except  for  overflow  and  special 
circumstances.  So,  those  people  who  were 
receiving  Medi-Cal  benefits  as  MIA's  will  no 
longer  get  Medi-Cal,  will  no  longer  be  able 
to  choose  their  own  provider  and  wHl  have  to 
rely  for  medical  services  on  the  city's  health 
centers  and  San  Francisco  General  Hospital. 

Testimony  from  a  number  of  health  workers 
and  advocates  at  a  hearing  of  the  Health 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  last 
month  cast  a  gloomy  view  on  the  medical 
future  of  San  Francisco's  poor.  It  also 
sounded  the  opening  rounds  in  what  may  be 
a  heated  political  skirmish  over  the  use  of 
San  Francisco's  budget  surplus  and  what 
level  of  financial  committment  the  City  is 
willing  to  commit  to  health  care  for  its 
people. 

Dr.  Mervyn  Silverman,  the  city's  director  of 
Health,  testified  that  a  "reduction  and/or 
elimination  of  benefits  cannot  be  avoided" 
and  he  expected  that  "dental,  vision, 
hearing,  podiatry,  pharmacy  and  therapist 
services  will  be  severely  limited,  if  not 


eliminated.  "  He  added  that  "we  are  movirig^ 
toward  recreating  a  two  class  health  care 
system—one  for  those  who  can  pay  and  one 
for  those  who  cannot."  He  added  that  "we 
He  nevertheless  pledged  that  San  Francisco 
would  continue  to  provide  "quality  care". 

Enolla  Maxwell,  Director  of  the  Potrero  Hill 
Neighborhood  House,  warned  the  Commi- 
ttee and  the  Health  Department  that  "we'll 
be  pressuring  you"  to  adequately  fund 
health  care  services.  "There's  no  point  in 
pretending  that  we  can  provide  adequate 
care  with  no  money,"  she  said,  "and  if  we 
don't  have  adequate  staff  and  money,  we'll 
be  headed  back  to  the  days  when  people 
waited  at  (county)  hospitals  for  6  hours."  to 
get  seen. 

Jon  Garfield,  of  the  Medi-Cal  Task  Force,  a 
coalition  of  health  care  workers,  consumers 
and  activists,  said  that  he  found  "gross 
deficiencies"  in  the  Health  Department's 
plan.  He  criticized  the  reduction  of  out- 
patient care  to  MIA's  and  the  disruption  and 
difficulty  that  would  be  caused  by  forcing 
people  to  get  all  their  services  at  General 
Hospital,  particularly  non-English-speaking 
people.  Pointing  to  the  city's  budget  sur- 
plus, he  asked  "Are  we  seriously  consider- 
ing allowing  thousands  of  people  to  go 
without  adequate  health  care  when  the  City 
is  sitting  on  a  $100  million  surplus?" 

Garfield  and  other  spetikers  also  argued 
that,  since  changes  must  be  made,  the  City 
should  make  sweeping  changes  and  restruc- 
ture the  health  care  system  in  San  Francisco. 
Such  a  restructuring,  they  say,  should 
include  the  establishment  of  a  city-spon- 
sored, pre-paid,  organized  health  care 
system,  such  as  private  providers  like  Kaiser 
now  offer. 

Health  Department  officials  respond  that 
that  is  something  they  are  looking  into,  but  it 
is  unfeasible  for  the  moment. 

The  Department  is  continuing  its  planning 
and  will  be  coming  up  with  a  supplemental 
budget  request  to  the  Mayor  and  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  to  try  to  make  up  some  of  the 
lost  revenue.  The  iunount  of  that  request  is 
likely  to  generate  controversy  if  it  is  not 
enough  to  make  up  a  major  chunk  of  the 
state-imposed  cuts.  Groups  Like  the  Medi- 
Cal  Task  Force  say  they'll  be  watching 
closely. 
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ASK  THE 
PEOPLE 

by  Andrall  Taylor  &  Rob  Waters 

How  would  you  describe  the  mood  on  Polk 
Street  recently? 


Todd 

Between  the  kids  and  the  cops  it's  fucked  up. 
Among  people  —  everyone  gets  along  good. 
The  older  gays  don't  like  the  younger  ones. 
Maybe  they're  offended,  I  don't  know. 


John 

It's  pretty  tired.  It's  gone  downhill  in  the 
past  4  yetus.  I  think  the  cops  do  a  good  thing 
by  picking  up  people  but  they  get  a  little 
carried  away  with  it  sometimes.  When  they 
arrested  me,  I  kissed  their  ass  so  they 
wouldn't  kick  mine.  Their  picking  me  up  got 
me  to  stop  (hustling). 


Police  Officer 

(declined  to  give  name  or  have  picture  taken) 

There's  a  lot  of  animosity  between  not  only 
the  kids  but  the  men.  They  feel  like  we're 
picking  on  them  because  they're  gay.  But 
it's  like  any  procedure  —  we're  just  follow- 
ing our  orders.  If  we  didn't  (arrest  people  for 
obstructing  the  sidewalk)  the  kids  would  just 
stand  in  front  of  the  stores.  It  isn't  us,  the 
stores  don't  want  them.  If  you  keep  doing 
that  (arresting  people  for  obstructing  the 
sidewalk),  eventually  they're  gonna  move. 
They're  gonna  find  a  place  to  go. 


BiU 

Sometimes  it's  relaxed  and  sometimes  it's 
not.  As  far  as  cops  it's  fucked  —  they  hassle 
you,  like  just  a  minute  ago  they  hassled  us 
just  for  talking.  Some  people  get  along, 
some  people  don't.  Polk  Street  is  a  nice 
place  to  be  when  the  cops  don't  hassle  you. 


Polk  St.  Neighbors,  Youth 

continued  from  page  3 


them;"  that  kids  are  more  alienated  and 
independent  —  "If  they  don't  like  what's 
going  on  at  home,  they  say,  'f —  it,'  and  that 
there  are  more  sexual  conflicts  with  parents 
—  "Many  kids  are  saying,  early  on,  'I  think  I 
might  be  gay'  and  a  lot  of  times  that  ends 
the  relationship." 

More  runaways  are  coming  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, says  Jon  Herzstam,  chair  of  the  Town 
Hall,  because  "San  Francisco  has  gotten  to 
be  known  as  a  place  with  a  tolerant 
Ufestyle."  But  while  young  nmaways  may 
find  tolerance,  they  find  little  in  the  way  of 
support  services  or  jobs.  If  they  haven't 
already  heard  of  Polk  Street,  they  find  it 
quickly  when  they  get  here. 

"Kids  hustle  because  they've  got  no  other 
options,"  says  Scheinbeckler.  "They're  not 
employable  at  13  or  14  and  by  the  time 
they  're  18 ,  they ' re  not  prepared  to  be 
making  life  decisions." 

These  are  some  of  the  problems  that 
organizers  will  be  trying  to  deal  with 
through  the  Town  Hall.  Originally  proposed 
as  a  one-shot  community  meeting  in  re- 
sponse to  the  intensifying  police  sweeps  on 
Polk  Street,  the  group  has  been  kept  alive  by 
a  common  perception  of  great  need  and  by 
the  committment  to  do  something  about  it. 

A  Youth  Service  Center,  as  Town  Hall 
organizers  envision  it,  would  be  a  highly 
accessible  Polk  Street  storefront  where  kids 
could  drop  in  to  get  off  the  street  and  where 
they  could  get  information  and  referrals  to 
other  agencies.  It  is  being  planned  in  part  on 
the  findings  qi  a  recent  survey  of  75  youth  on 
Polk  Street.  That  survey  found  that  less  than 
one-foiuth  of  Polk  St.  youth  are  aware  of 
existing  services  and  that  even  fewer  take 
advantage  of  those  services.  It  also  found 
broad  support  for  a  youth  center  and  need 
for  a  wide  variety  of  services  —  housing, 


crisis  help,  food,  job  training,  referrals  and 
counseling,  among  others. 

'  'It  would  link  kids  to  other  resources  and  be 
a  place  where  kids  could  meet,"  says 
Scheinbeckler  "The  priority  should  be  that 
young  people  be  trained  to  work  as  volunteer 
counselors  with  other  young  people.  The 
only  way  it'll  work  is  if  it's  theirs." 

The  Town  Hall  thus  far  has  been  the  work  of 
a  wide  range  of  people  and  organizations. 
Members  of  the  Old  First  Church  congrega- 
tion, like  Anne  Strayer,  have  been  involved 
because  there  are  a  "lot  of  homeless  (youth) 
into  drugs  and  prostitution  and  we  want  to 
give  them  an  alternative  to  this  kind  of 
lifestyle. ' '  The  Church  has  provided  meeting 
space  for  the  group  and  is  assisting  in 
fundraising  efforts  as  well  as  overall  plan- 
ning. 

In  addition,  representatiaves  of  the  Polk 
Street  Merchants  Association,  the  Police 
Department,  Hospitality  House  and  Huckle- 
berry House  as  well  as  youths  themselves 
have  been  involved. 

Lance  Scheinbeckler  has  been  on  his  own 
since  the  age  of  11.  He  has  prostituted, 
pimped,  done  lots  of  drugs,  and  been 
arrested  and,  he  says,  beaten  by  police  in 
several  different  cities.  "I  was  pretty  crazy, 
out  of  my  head,  real  angry  and  confused,  fl 
finally  decided  there  had  to  be  a  better  way 
to  live  than  fighting,  hurting  and  always 
being  scared."  Through  the  Polk  Street 
Town  Hall,  through  Huckleberry  House 
where  he  works  and  through  talking  to 
"thousands  of  kids,"  he  hopes  to  help  other 
out  of  my  head,  real  angry  and  confused.  I 
now,  he  feels,  a  youth  center  on  Polk  Street 
would  be  a  good  way  to  start. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Town  Hall  will  be 
September  14  at  6:30  pm  at  Old  First  Church, 
Van  Ness  and  Sacramento .  For  more 
information  call  Jon  Herzstam  at  558-4801. 


Police  Sued  for  Polk  St.  Sweeps 
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a  court  order  restraining  the  police  from 
further  enforcement. 

Victoria  Hobel,  the  deputy  city  attorney 
defending  the  Police  Department,  called  the 
lawsuit  "frivolous  and  completely  without 
merit. ' ' 

In  May,  1979,  the  ACLU  brought  a  similar 
suit  against  the  PoUce  (Ramey  v.  Gain), 
which  charged  that  the  police  were  using  a 
city  ordinance  on  sidewalk  obstruction  as  a 
pretext  to  sweep  the  streets. 

As  a  resuft  of  that  lawsuit,  the  San  Francisco 
Boju'd  of  Supervisors  repealed  the  ordinance 
and  replaced  it  with  one  which  gave  the 
police  less  discretion  in  making  arrests.  The 
Police  then  switched  enforcement  to  Section 
647(c)  of  the  California  Penal  Code,  which 
prohibits  the  * '  malicious  obstruction ' '  of 
streets  and  sidewalks. 

City  Attorney  Hobel  told  Superior  Court 
Judge  Lawrence  Mana,  who  is  hearing  the 
case  without  a  jury,  that  police  often  use  the 
statute  to  arrest  prostitutes  and  that  the 
police  are  merely  enforcing  the  law  which 
demands  that  they  make  arrests  whenever 
they  see  illegal  activity,  f 

Mayor  Feinstein  testified  that  she  "called 
the  Chief  (of  Police)  and  asked  for  stepped- 
up  enforcement  of  the  laws  until  arrests 
were  made  and  the  situation  corrected." 

She  said  that  she  called  Chief  Murphy  after 
receiving  complaints  from  the  Polk  Street 


merchants  about  prostitutes,  drug  dealing 
and  muggings.  The  Mayor  also  acknow- 
ledged that  it  would  be  harmful  if  647(c)  was 
not  enforced  and  that  it  is  a  "viable  and 
necessary  part  of  the  Code." 

Russ  Zellers ,  former  Director  of  Youth 
Services  at  Hospitality  House,  said  the  Polk 
Street  sweeps  were  a  matter  of  great 
concern  to  youth  and  youth  counselors.  He 
testified  that  one  of  his  employees,  a  youth 
streetworker,  was  arrested  himself  during 
one  of  the  sweeps.  Zellers  told  the  Times 
that  he  considered  the  arrests  to  be  "har- 
rassment. ' ' 

Elmer  Pascua,  a  social  worker  who  has  made 
studies  of  prostitution,  testified  about 
arrests  he  had  witnessed:  "Usually  the 
prostitutes  are  walking  down  the  street 
when  all  of  a  sudden  a  poUce  cruiser  or 
patrol  wagon  pulls  alongside  and  a  police- 
man yells  at  her  to  'come  here.'  The  Police 
then  search  the  prostitutes'  purses  and  they 
are  subsequently  arrested." 

Lynn  Belman,  an  Oakland  PoUce  Depart- 
ment analyst,  said  that  only  13  arrests  for 
647(c)  were  made  in  1981  in  Oakland. 

Hobel  called  several  police  officers  to  testify 
about  their  arrests  for  647(c).  She  said  that 
police  have  no  ability  to  influence  the  district 
attorney's  policies  as  far  as  prosecution. 

Judge  Mana  will  take  the  case  under 
submission  after  hearing  all  the  testimony 
and  will  render  a  verdict  vrithin  90  days. 
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Condo  Craziness  Plagues  TL,  City 

continued  from  page  1 
item  was  thus  continued  until  September 


If  the  Commission  decides  that  an  EIR  is 
required,  it  will  delay  the  project  by  4  to  6 
months.  The  Coalition  hopes  to  use  that  time 
to  negotiated  possible  alternatives  with  the 
developer.  They  have  prepared  an  alterna- 
tive plan  for  the  building  which  would 
reduce  its  height  by  3  or  4  stories  and  would 
convert  the  presently-proposed  condo- 
minium units  into  residential  hotel  units. 
Rather  than  214  condo  units,  they  propose 
as  many  as  417  residential  hotel  units  or 
some  combination  of  the  two. 

The  Coalition  and  other  groups  in  the 
community  are  opposing  the  condominium 
proposal  because  they  feel  it  will  have  the 
effect  of  driving  up  land  values  and  rents, 
thereby  displacing  even  more  people  from 
the  shrinking  stock  of  low-income  housing  in 
the  Tenderloin. 

Other  neighborhoods  througout  the  city 
have  experienced  similar  problems  with 
luxury  condominium  developments.  In  Po- 
trero  Hill,  a  massive  two-square  block  luxury 
condo  development  called  Victoria  Mews 
has  had  a  strong  impact  on  housing  costs 
and  patterns  on  surroundings  blocks  since 
the  project  was  built  4  years  ago.  Brian 
Chikowski  of  the  Potrero  Hill  Community 
Development  Corporation  told  the  Times 
that  12  new  2-unit  condominiums  have  been 
built  since  the  Mews  went  up  and  that  they 
are  all  in  the  $175,000-250,000  range.  All  are 
within  a  3  block  radius  of  the  Mews.  He  also 
said  that  land  values  in  the  surrounding 


blocks  have  soared.  "The  value  of  houses 
within  2  blocks  (of  the  Mews)  is  probably 
30-40%  higher  than  the  same  kind  of  houses 
4  or  5  blocks  away,"  Chikowski  said. 


The  Coalition  is  also  concerned  that  the 
developers  may  be  seeking  a  permit  for  the 
site  merely  to  speculate  on  that  permit  by 


reselling  to  another  developer  at  an  inflated 
price.  "This  kind  of  speculative  real  estate 
practice,  which  we've  seen  time  and  time 
again  throughout  this  city  and  the  Tender- 
loin, serves  to  exacerbate  the  demand  for 
low  and  moderate-income  housing  by  raising 
values  and  rents  to  a  point  where  low-  and 
moderate-income  people  can '  t  afford  them , ' ' 
said  Erik  Schapiro  of  the  Coalition  staff. 
"The  city  is  saying,  'Why  are  you  complain- 
ing? We  need  more  housing  and  we're 
allowing  housing  to  be  built. '  The  problem  is 
it's  the  wrong  kind  of  housing.  What  we 
need  is  affordable  housing,  not  housing  that 
displaces  people  and  prices  them  out  of  their 
own  neighborhood." 

According  to  city  statistics,  there  are  ap- 
proximately 17,000  vacant  units  in  Sari 
Francisco.  Of  those,  over  7,000  are  "not 
available  for  rent  or  for  sale"  or  are  in 
"occasional  use."  The  Coalition  and  other 
housing  activists  beUeve  that  a  large  number 
of  these  units  are  being  held  off  the  market 
deliberately  for  tax  advantages  or  for  specu- 
lation. The  city  also  says  that  only  40%  of 
newly-constructed  condo  units  are  lived  in 
by  their  owner.  This  is  evidence,  say 
housing  organizers,  that  the  city  is  allowing 
entrepreneurs  to  build  developments  that 
are  not  even  intended  as  housing,  but  rather 
as  paper  shuffle  investments. 

San  Francisco's  estimated  6,000  homeless 
people  could  also  easily  be  housed  in  the 
number  of  vacant  units  that  exist  in  the  city. 
Instead  they  sit  as  idle  investments  or  are 
occasionaly  used  by  visiting  corporate  exec- 
utives as  "time-shares."  That,  say  housing 
activists,  is  a  tragedy. 


INshort  INshort  IMmhon  IMmhort 
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Holiday  Inn  Out.  HoUday  Inn  surprised 
everyone  last  month  by  announcing  that 
they  were  pulling  out  of  their  Tenderloin 
luxury  hotel  development  after  years  of 
planning  and  hassling  in  the  neighborhood. 
However,  their  pull-out  does  not  mean, 
unfortunately,  that  the  project  will  not  be 
built.  Nat  Taylor  of  Grosvenor  Properties, 
the  developer  of  the  site,  told  the  Times  that 
discussions  were  being  held  with  several 
other  potential  operators,  the  most  likely 
being  Sheraton,  the  huge  chain  owned  by 
everyone's  favorite  mega-corporation,  IT&T. 
Taylor  also  figures  that  there  are  more  than 
3500  hotel  rooms  approved  or  now  under 
construction  in  San  Francisco.  That  may 
seem  like  a  huge  figure,  but  Taylor  thinks 
the  market  can  absorb  maybe  1000  hotel 
rooms  beyond  that.  Ouch... 
Union  Square  West .  Though  many  in 
the  development  community  (everybody's  a 
community  these  days)  give  the  project  little 
chance  of  going  through  —  one  told  us  he'd 
give  it  a  2%  chance  —  the  schemers  of  the 
Union  Square  West  behemoth  are  moving 
ahead  with  their  plans.  In  case  you  forgot, 
that's  the  apt  name  of  the  monstrosity 
proposed  for  the  block  bounded  by  Eddy, 
Ellis,  Mason  and  Taylor.  The  "development 
team"  is  working  on  two  different  plans,  a 
"hotel  option"  and  a  "no-hotel  option."  The 
"preferred  option"  —  by  them,  not  us  —  is 
of  course  the  former.  The  hotel  is  a  500  room 
luxury  edition  but  you'll  be  pleased  to  know 
that  the  architects  have  "greatly  improved 
the  aesthetic  nature"  of  that  project  from  its 
earlist  concept.  They  have  taken  the  three 
boxes  originally  planned  and  tapered  and 
refined  them  to  "blend  in  with  the  existing 
landscape."  The  heights  are  now  varied  to 
towers  of  200,  150,  and  80  feet,  containing 
offices,  condos  and  retail  space.  Lest  we  be 
called  unfair,  we  must  also  mention  that  the 
good  Dr.  Jacobs,  the  developer,  is  also 


planning  to  rehab  5  residential  hotels  "for 
the  community.  '  One  of  them  would  even 
have  what  Carol  Ruth  Silver,  the  Supervisor 
doubling  as  attorney-for-developer,  calls 
"my  park"  on  its  roof.  There,  one  could  sit 
in  shadow  and  gaze  at  the  lovely  facades  of 
the  three  aesthetically-refined  towers.  How 
about  a  no-project  option???  Keep  Union 
Square  where  'tis. 

No  Rest  for  the  Weary. 

The  poor,  maligned  Commission  on  Aging 
(see  TL  Times,  July  issue)  got  another  shock 
last  month  —  a  report  issued  by  the  US  Civil 
Rights  Commission  looking  at  the  agency's 
performance  in  hiring,  funding  and  serving 
minorities.  The  report  concludes  that  mi- 
norities are  under-represented  on  the  a- 
gency's  staff  at  decision-making  levels  — 
there  are  lots  of  minority  clerks  and  typists 
—  and  that  a  disproportionate  share  of  the 
Commission '  s  federal  bucks  go  to  non- 
minority  groups.  This  despite  the  fact  that 
minority  seniors  tend  to  be  more  in  need  of 
services.  Commission  reps  say  the  report  is 
off-base  because  it  doesn't  look  at  how  the 
city  spends  its  locally -raised  money.  They're 
preparing  a  detailed  analysis  of  the  report. 

Post  Hotel  Strikes  Back.  Lastmonth's 
victory  by  tenants  of  the  Post  Street  Hotel, 
who  won  a  decision  that  the  hotel  had 
illegaly  converted,  has  been  rescinded.  The 
hotel  owners  appealed  the  decision  and 
Deputy  City  Attorney  Alice  Barkley  advised 
that  the  hearing  be  re-held  because  the 
tape-recording  of  the  hearing  was  so  poor 
that  it  might  hurt  the  city's  chances  of 
winning  on  appeal.  With  such  important 
issues  at  stake,  you'd  think  they  could  tape 
their  act  together...  The  P  &  W  Hotel,  395 
Eddy  Street,  which  emptied  its  tenants  last 

March  has  reopened  as  the  "Hotel  St. 
George"  at  tourist  rates. 


Food  For  Though  Cheap.  The  Ten- 

derloin Food  club's  ever-energetic  Chris 
Adams  wants  to  remind  you  that  the  Food 
Club  is  a  great  and  cheap  way  to  shop.  Drop 
by  309  Turk  on  Thursdays  from  11  to  1, 
kibbitz  with  your  neighbors  and  save  some 
money  by  putting  in  some  energy  and 
cutting  out  the  dreaded  middle-person  who 
adds  extra  cost  to  your  food  bill.  For  more 
info,  call  Chris  at  771-2786. 

Sax  and  Drums  and  Arias  —  Free . 

Music  lovers  of  different  persuasions  have  a 
chance  to  catch  some  fine  and  free  music 
this  month  at  two  different  performances. 
Lucianno  Pavarotti  will  perform  with  the  SF 
Opera  Orchestra  conducted  by  Kurt  Adler 
on  Sunday,  Sept.  12  at  noon  in  the  Music 
Concourse  in  Golden  Gate  Park.  If  jazz  is 
more  your  fare,  the  Dick  Partee/Mike  De 
Filipis  Quintet  will  jam  for  free  the  following 
Sunday,  Sept.  19  at  noon  at  the  Potrero  Hill 
Neighborhood  House,  953  DeHaro  on  the 
Hill. 

TL  on  TV  .  The  Tenderloin  was  on  the  tube 
last  month  on  a  specied  spot  on  the  Channel  7 
magazine.  The  segment  was  on  the  con- 
tinuing problem  of  hotel  conversions  and 
looked  at  the  Abigail,  Mason  and  Dalt 
Hotels...  Coming  up  on  Channel  9  this 
month  is  an  excellent  documentary  on 
logging  and  unemployment  in  Humboldt 
County.  With  joblessness  up  there  soaring 
as  a  result  of  plant  closings,  we  may  be 
seeing  a  lot  of  former  limaberjacks  and  mill 
workers  down  here  pretty  soon.  If  they're 
not  here  now.  The  documentary,  calld  "Mad 
River"  was  produced  by  a  group  of  local 
non-profit  filmmakers  who  do  an  excellent 
job  at  looking  at  some  very  complex  issues 
up  there.  It's  on  Sept.  3  at  10  pm  on  KQED, 
Channel  9  and  Sept.  5  at  10  pm  on  KQEC. 
Channel  32. 


lleR  Hvsd'^  These  f&evioA^ 


THE  PUPPIES 


|l  remember  that  time 
Ibut  I  don't  talk  about  it 
Iwe're  all  in  this  together 
Idon't  want  to  see  a 
Iclass  war 

let's  pretend  the  assholes 
Idon't  exist  at  least 

we'll  be  even 
Ithe  professor  asked 
Ithe  student  the  doctor  asked 
Ithe  patient  the  policeman 
lasked  the  suspect  the  singer 

asked  the  listeners 

up  all  night  wishing 
i  could  fly  my  radio 
as  playing  some  hip  reggae 

Ithe  rastafari  are  convenient 
chains  the  black  man's  burden 

|smoke  dope  and  think  about  jah 
I  guess  it's  more  fun  than 
being  a  moonie  I  just  got  used 

I  to  being  nothing,  you  did  too 

I  focus  it  must  be  nice  to  focus 

I  with  total  concentration 

if  I  had  to  do  it  over  I'd  kill  myself 

[there  is  no  honor  in  what 

I  am  doing 

Ihow  noble  (shoulder  to 

Ithe  wheel) 

visual 

Jinsubordination 
las  she  follows 
Ithe  trail 

lleft  by  gravity's  rainbow 
[somewhere  in  Vauxhall 
lin  the  shade 

Ipainted  birds  (their  ghosts  anyway) 
Jfty  in  swastika  formations 

Ron  DtnKtns 


Magic  Man 
I 

Like  wind  moving  gypsy  leaves 
You  live  like  a  seastorm, 
Always  changing, 
Yet  your  candle 
Never  flutters, 


Always  seeking  truth 
Always  reaching  for 
The  highest  mountain 
Yet  always  giving  a  smile 
To  those  who  need, 


m\  s 


OOKl 


Hey,  Magic  Man, 
I  need  your  smile 
Today  


II 


I  see  you  a  tall 
Proud  man 
Given  crow's  feather 
Pressed  incognito  in  a  book 
Our  energy  joined 
And  brought  a  gift 
That  only  fools  speak  of, 
We  all  know  who  you  aren't, 
To  me  you'll  be 
A  Magic  Man, 
And  not  more  than  that. 

Pauline  Rothstein 
7/24/82 


HOUSE  OF  CARDS 

we  live 
in  a  house 
that  somebody 
built 

gravity,  wind 
and  Schrodinger's  cat 
chases  Bell's  mouse 
if  the  cards  fall 
Alice  will  awake 
but  until  then 
as  somebody  rolls 
their  dice  and  sees 
wave  upon  wave 
of  tautologies 
given  the  fabric 
in  yards 

time  has  run  out 
lor  this 
house 
of 

cards 


Ron  Dinkins 


FRIDAY  THE  13TH 

From  this  lovely  day  come 

may  thinking. 
What  will  happen  this  day? 

Old  tales  from  yonder  shores 
are  fresh  as  daisies 

Foolish  stories  walks 

within  those  rememl>ering 

Childish  superstitious  tales. 


Rock  side  manner 

I  focused  my  eyes 

The  witching  hour, 

Old  fashioned  belief 
lingering. 

Spectacular  sun  rising 
People  are  the  same 
The  date  can't  be  excused. 
Minds  are  focused 

at  the  date 
Nothing  changed  and 
again  in  time  she 
will  return. 


—  On  The  Ceiling  — 

tangled  up  in  arms  and  legs 

women  and  men 

who  are  these  who  send 

immortalized  in  sex 

Joel  Thomas 
8/18/82 


Ezekial  Ward 


'All  works  Copyright  (C)  1982  by  the  authors 
except  where  otherwise  noted. 

The  Tenderloin  Writers'  Workshop  meets  every, 
Wednesday  at  7  PM  at  146  Leavenworth  St. 
Jt  is  free  and  open  to  anyone. 


NOCTURNAL  ANIMALS 

There  are  times 
mostly  at  3  AM 
I  wish  I  was  a  deaf  mute, 
or  somewhere  working 
the  graveyard  shift 
sorting  mail 
at  the  main  post  office. 
Any  place  but  here 
suffering  from  insomnia 
and  kept  awake  by  noisy  neighbors 
humping  all  night. 
I  wonder  why  they  bother 
locking  doors, 
pull  down  shades, 
and  turn  off  lights. 
They  should  feel  right  at  home 
making  love  on  the  sidewalk 
of  City  Hall 

Apartment  living 
is  no  place  for  wild  rabbits. 
^  The  walls  are  as  thin 
as  a  summer  dress, 
or  the  embryo  of  a  horned  owl. 
I  hear  everything 
loud  and  clear 
as  a  burglar  alarm, 
or  an  ear-splitting  airport. 
I  hear  fierce  moans  and  groans. 
It  sounds  like  a  brothel 
on  Saturday  night, 
a  zoon, 


a  zoo, 

the  monkey  house 

during  mating  season. 

I  hear  the  squeaky  bed. 

It  has  echoes  of  a  major  earthquake, 

or  an  elephant  on  a  trampoline. 

At  first, 

I  am  mildly  amused 

by  this  romantic  ruckus. 

I  chalk  it  up  as  a  cheap  thrill, 

a  page  f  conn  a  porno  magazin©. 

Wlth  tongue  in  cheek, 
I  refuse  to  believe 
this  "Moonlight  Sonata." 
Sleepy-eyed, 

I  tell  myself  these  fireworks 
will  soon  be  over 
like  an  asthma  attack, 
or  a  swan  song. 

At  4  AM 

I  am  ready  to  commit 
a  double  murder. 
My  ears  ache 

from  this  bedroom  madness. 
I  cannot  sleep 
through  a  thunderstorm, 
nor  play  possom 
next  door  to  a  barn. 
In  my  pre-dawn  anger 
with  bags  under  my  eyes, 
I  dream  I  go  berserk: 

There's  a  hatchet  in  my  hand. 

I  visualize  the  walls  of  Jericho 

crashing  down 

like  a  murphy  bed. 

I  put  a  muzzle  on  the  jawbones 

of  Tom  and  Tabby. 

I  grab  them  by  the  tail 

and  drag  them  into  the  woods 

where  they  belong 

with  skunks, 

raccoons, 

bobcats, 

vampire  bats, 

and  other  nocturnal  animals. 

Roland  Forte 
7/28/82 


vex 


Social  Security  Blues 

You  say  that  I  can't 
Have  my  money, 
Your  eyes  tell  stories 

Of  deception 
But  you  don't  know 
Me  and  my  strengths. 
And  my  mother  says 
Uoy  kucf! 

Because  you're  not  Worth  a  hill  of  shit 

These  days  of 

The  coming  Messiah, 

And  the  chant  echoes 

In  greed's  canyons 

UOY  KUCF!  UOY  KUCF! 

And  I  eat  your  evil  heart 

With  gold  forks 

I  upchuck  on  your  grave 

tgnorantly  kissing  your  hellfire. 

Pauline  Rothstein 
July  1979 


A  Poem  for  the  Weakhearted 

A  ray  of  hope 

An  answer  to  anxiety 
Such  worry  is  a  fear 
Dumped  on  the  powerless 
By  powerful  ungodliness. 

A  ray  of  hope 

That  shines  in  the  darkness 
An  answer  to  a  searcher 
Of  Divine  Light. 

A  ray  of  hope 

A  ray  of  sunshine 
Makes  the  day 
Carries  the  weak 
Through  the  night. 


Ling  P.  Sicat 


1 


Former  loneliness  made  our 
love  more  sweet  —  a 
heavenly  dispensation. 

More  indeed,  indeed, 
indeed,  than  bouncing 
compensation  — 

Now  it's  over  but 
\  can  smile  and 
remember  Maryanne. 


Her  fragrant  skin  is  cool 
&  clean,  that  long  black 
hair  is  wet. 

I  brush  it,  patiently 
sighing,  Her  silence 
says,  "Not  yet," 

The  tenderness  turns 
to  passion. 

We  Love,  I  won't  forget. 
3 

There  is  a  joy  when  love 
is  gone  for  the  wound  begins 
to  heal. 

Then,  freedom  from  obligation 
a  happiness  that  is  real. 

For  what-is  good  can  be 

retained  and  what  has 
failed,  forgiven, 

A  time  to  smile  and 
love  again  —  no  longer 
passion-driven, 

John  McMillan 


DISTANCES  AWAY  BUT  NOT  FORGOTTEN 

From  inner  shores  I  desert  the  ones  I  love, 
Snowflakes.  spectacular,  magnificent  day, 
Thoughts  running, 

Ingredients  given  to  hold  and  cherish 
Cast  away  to  distant  shores 

reluctantly  from  the  nest. 
Scriptures  are  now  in  lacX. 

Forgetting  not  each  enchanting  hour. 
Wise  verses  given  there's  no  comparisons. 
Spreading  my  wings  searching  gaitantly. 

Down  a  rocky  sliding  mountain. 
I  roam  from  common  shores. 
Remembering  scriptures  far 
from  peaceful  shores. 

Ezekiel  Ward 


me  OEj^vm^oi^ 


THE  MAN  ON  THE  BUS 

The  man  on  th  bus,  who  is  that  guy? 

We  slept  together  because  we  were  both  so  tired, 

He  said  you  know  you're  very  pretty 

I  wish  you  could  go  down  on  me 

So  we  arrived  in  S.F.  and  went  our  seperate  ways 

But  I  shall  never  forget  the  man  on  the  bus 

Dawn  Bowers 


OLD  MAGAZINES  &  PAPER  ITEMS 
BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

Girly  —  Movie  —  Rock  —  Fashion  —  etc. 
Noon  to7  PM,  Mon  to  Fri 
839  Larkinat  Geary.  441-7737 


LENV1N  &  QESMER 
■ttoriMiys 

C«n«r«l  Civil  Practice,  incl.  Personal 
XAjucy*  Landlord-Tenant  &  Consumer  Law 

U42  Markat  Street  (bet.  8th  and  9th) 


H««ud  Pool 


Cocktails 


Om  tf  The  Otiti  Most  BtMutipU  Atm 

Color  TV,  AM,        RWiot    Downtown  Civic  Contof  LooMion 
Dm  ImI  ami  TV  Movtot  In  Color 


•Off  MAVSS 


345  TAYLOR  STREET  TELEPHONE 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94102  415-673-2332 
ToJMfM  leservaiions.  USA  (800)  227-4074.  California  (800)  622-0873 
TELEX  470  602  MARK  UI 


(415)  771-8755 


Vccckio  Ciquors 


FINE  WINES  AND  SPIRITS 


JOSEPH  WAYNE 
Proprietor 


374  GOLDEN  GATE  AVE 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94102 


Stewart*  sandwiches 


1355  MARSTEN  ROAO 
BURLfNGAME,  CA  94010 
BUS.(415)  344-1721 


RICK  REDEWILL 
ROUTE  SALES 


8  Tenderloin  Times 


September  1982 


'Sweetheart  Deal 
Draws  Criticism 

continued  from  page  1 

moderate  income  persons,  as  defined  by 
HUD." 

Despite  this  language,  Director  Macris  gave 
Milton  Meyer  564  credits  for  providing  only 
282  units  of  housing,  a  fact  which  angered 
housing  activists.  "I  find  the  double  credits 
outrageaus,"  said  Calvin  Welch  of  the 
Council  of  Community  Housing  Organiza- 
tions. "The  resolution  on  Five  Fremont  was 
very  specific.  It  said  '550  units,  half  of  which 
must  be  low  or  moderate  income.'  How  does 
282  equal  550?  They're  playing  a  numbers 
game  down  there." 

Planning  Director  Macris  defended  his 
department's  arithmetic,  telling  the  Times 
that  the  *'OHPP  guidelines  convert  units 
into  credits"  and  multiple  credits  are  gran- 
ted for  low-and  moderate-income  housing. 
Asked  about  the  consistency  with  the 
language  in  the  resolution  approving  the 
project,  he  said,  "This  building  was  the  first 
to  have  such  provisions  (specific  low-and 
moderate-income  unit  requirements)  and 
the  Commission  has  since  thought  wiser 
about  it  because  it's  not  realistic.  Do  you 
know  how  much  it  costs  to  build  low-and 
moderate-income  housing?" 

Critics  of  the  deal  are  also  angry  that  there 
was  no  chance  for  public  input  and  that  it 
was  revealed  after  approval  was  already 
given.  Bill  Witte,  head  of  the  Office  of 
Community  Development  and  chief  overseer 
of  the  OHPP,  maintains  that  the  Com- 
mission, when  it  approved  the  OHPP  guide- 
lines a  year  ago,  made  the  working  out  of 
deals  an  "administrative  matter"  and  "said 
'no*  on  (holding)  hearings"  on  each  ap- 
proved project. 

But  Calvin  Welch  puts  the  blame  on  Witte 
himself.  "Bill  Witte  wrote  the  guidelines 
and  overruled  the  Council  of  Community 
Housing  Organizations'  (CCHO)  proposal 
that  every  project  come  before  the  Com- 
mission." 

Another  point  of  contention  on  the  deal  is 
the  guideline  that  allows  a  developer  to  get 
credit  for  investing  in  housing  only  if  the 
housing  "would  not  be  built  but  for  that 
investment  of  the  office  developer."  Witte 
insists  that  this  was  the  case  but  Brad  Paul 
questions  that  assessment.  "I  want  to  know 
why  the  hell  the  alumni  of  Hastings  couldn't 
have  gotten  the  money  to  finish  that  project. 
You're  talking  about  one  of  the  richest 
alumni  groups  in  the  country,"  Paul  said. 

The  OHPP  program  has  been  in  existence 
for  a  year  now  with  only  an  internal  Planning 
Department  document  guiding  it.  Welch 
says  the  CCHO  has  been  pushing  since  early 
this  year  for  the  program  to  be  governed  by 
a  city  ordinance. 

At  last  month's  meeting,  Witte  recom- 
mended that  an  ordinance  be  drafted  and 
the  Commission  asked  the  City  Attorney  to 
do  so. 

Witte  and  Macris  deflect  the  criticisms 
leveled  against  them  by  pointing  to  the  $17 
million  they  say  they  have  raised  for  housing 
in  the  city  through  the  OHPP  program.  But 
they  are  clearly  stung  by  that  criticism. 

"People  are  saying  we're  negotiating 
deals,"  says  Witte.  "We're  accused  of 
playing  God.  That's  just  not  true." 


Safe  House  Campaign 
Launched 

by  Robin  Wechsler 

Tenderloin  neighborhood  stores,  bars,  hotels 
and  agencies  are  putting  up  a  new  poster  in 
their  windows  this  month.  The  poster  is  a 
simple  one  —  it  is  a  graphic  design  of  a  dove 
within  the  safety  of  its  birdhouse.  The  dove 
and  birdhouse  are  the  symbol  for  the 
Safehouse  Project,  which  officially  begins  in 
mid-September.  Safehouse  is  a  project  ini- 
tiated in  response  to  the  problem  of  crime  in 
the  Tenderloin.  A  Safehouse  is  for  emer- 
gencies only;  it  is  a  place  where  a  person  can 
go  in  cases  of  medical  emergency  or  if  he  or 
she  feels  threatened  or  has  been  mugged. 

The  owner  or  merchant  participating  in  the 
Safehouse  Project  has  agreed  to  make  an 
emergency  911  phone  call  for  you  while  you 
are  out  in  the  neighborhood  and  are  away 
from  your  home  or  a  phone.  A  Safehouse  is 
not  a  place  to  receive  any  kind  of  treatment 
nor  is  it  a  referral  agency.  In  its  simplest 
form,  it  is  a  phone  call  to  the  police. 


SAFEHOUSE 

The  coordinating  group  behind  Safehouse  is 
TTSS  —  Tenderloin  Tenants  for  Safer 
Streets.  The  group  is  currently  in  the 
process  of  recruiting  merchants  and  other 
neighborhood  establishments  to  serve  as 
Safehouses.  In  the  first  round  of  recruiting, 
the  following  Safehouses  were  recruited: 

1.  The  Cadillac  Hotel  380  Eddy 

2.  The  Eddy  Market  345  Market 

3.  The  North  of  Market 

Planning  Coalition  295  Eddy 

4.  Central  Towers  Market  352  Turk 

5.  Red  Eye  Saloon  335  Jones 

6.  288  Club    Corner  of  Turk  &  Leavenworth 


452  larkin 
220  Turk 
500  Larkin 
146  Leavenworth 


7.  Erakats  Grocery 

8.  Coral  Sea 

9.  Larkin  Pharmacy 

10.  Hospitality  House 

Maps  of  the  community  locating  the  Safe- 
houses  will  be  distributed  through  commu- 
nity agencies  and  neighborhood  businesses. 
Interested  merchants  and  business  owners 
are  encouraged  to  participate  in  the  project 
and  can  receive  more  information  about  the 
program  by  calling  474-6034  or  549-2127  or 
write  to  the  Tenderloin  Senior  Outreach 
Project,  495  Ellis,  #460.  San  Francisco.  CA 
94102. 


Huck  House 

In  Danger 

Huckleberry  House  on  Page  Street,  one  of 
the  city's  only  programs  helping  youth  in 
trouble  and  on  the  streets,  is  facing  a  severe 
financial  crisis.  Hucleberry's  will  have  a 
benefit  performance  of  the  Tom  Lehrer 
show,  "TomFoolery,"  followed  by  a  wine 
and  cheese  party  with  the  cast,  on  Wed- 
nesday. September  29th.  Tax-deductible 
donations  of  $20  will  go  some  distance  to 
keep  the  center  alive  for  one  more  year. 

Federal  cutbacks  have  already  eliminated 
Huckleberry's  five-family  foster  placement 
arrangement,  which  had  nearly  doubled  the 
6  bed  crisis  home's  ability  to  help  "kids 
without  any  resources,  family  or  place  to 
live,"  says  Veronica  Reed,  an  administrator 
at  Youth  Advocates.  Now,  the  House's 
vocational/ educational  program  will  be 
wiped  out  at  the  end  of  September,  when 
state  CETA  monies  run  out.  The  job 
program  last  year  helped  25  homeless  kids 
obtain  skills,  diplomas  and  paid  employ- 
ment. Over  100  youth  received  counseling 
and  assistance  on  a  short-term  basis  through 
the  job  service.  Representatives  of  Huckle- 
berry House  point  to  their  program's  95% 
success  rate  at  placing  youths  in  jobs. 

Although  there  was  some  hope  at  Huckle- 
berry's last  spring  that  they  might  be  able  to 
establish  a  satellite  and  increase  their 
services  to  the  city's  thousands  of  runaways, 
all  such  plans  have  "been  scratched,"  says 
Reed.  Four  year  grants  by  three  foundations 
are  running  out  in  the  course  of  the  82-83 
fiscal  year  and  federal  funding  has  been 
significantly  reduced.  "The  foundation 
money  was  in  the  form  of  seed  grants," 
Reed  reports.  "We  were  supposed  to  be 
able  to  develop  other  funding.  But  now  there 
is  nothing  else.  Huckleberry's  very  exis- 
tence will  be  in  jeopardy  next  July,"  when 
their  last  grant  runs  out. 

For  more  information  about  the  benefit  for 
Huckleberry  House  at  the  Alcazar  Theater 
on  the  29th,  call  the  administration  at 
221-8641  or  the  House  at  621-2929. 

Thanks  to  you 
It  works... 

FOR  ALL  OF  US  """^ 


of  the  Bay  Area 


A  Co-ed  Co-op  at 
The  Heart  of  the  City 


•  private  rooms 

•  downtown  location 

•  commuter  connections 

•  2  fine  meals  dally 

•  weekly  maid  service 

•  snack  canteen 

•  2  spacious  lounges 

(smoking  t  non^smoklngi 

•  sun  deck  •  laundry  facilities 

•  option  to  participate 

In  management  process 

•  24-hour  desk  service 


accomodations  now  for  single  women 
forsinglemen  [5/20] 
for  parent  withonechild  [6/1] 

All  for 
$325  -375  per  Month 

or  $1 00  per  Week 

Civic  center  Residence 

44  McAllister  St.  431-2870 


1 


September  1982 


Tenderloin  Times  9 


'You  Can  Count  'Em  On  Your  Fingers' 


by  Jamie  Alison  Cohen 

The  oldest  pillar  of  what  was  once  a 
flourishing  Greek  American  business  com- 
munity crumbed  last  January  with  the  death 
of  Lambadia  Dalda,  whose  54  year  old 
grocery  store  died  with  her. 


'  'It  was  her  wish  that  she  died  in  that  store, ' ' 
said  Bill  Mountanous,  who  has  Uved  among 
the  Tenderloin  Greeks  for  over  60  years  and 
is  a  recognized  authority  on  neighborhood 
history.  Mrs.  Dalda  ran  the  grocery  singly 
since  the  death  of  her  husband,  Gus,  in 
1959.  Like  most  small  Greek  businesses,  it 
lasted  but  one  generation:  the  Dalda  offspring 
are  all  professionals. 

During  1890  —  1910  the  first  large  wave  of 
Greek  immigrants  arrived  in  the  United 
States.  One  third  of  them  settled  on  San 
Francisco's  Third  Street  between  Folsom 
and  Harrison.  As  later  immigrants  joined 
their  brothers  and  cousins  in  America,  the 
area  became  the  heart  of  the  western  Greek- 
American  Community. 


In  the  late  1930's  and  early  1940's, 
the  colony  split  into  distinct  business  and 
residential  communities.  While  families  set- 
tled in  the  Richmond  and  Sunset  districts, 
the  Tenderloin  thrived  as  a  Greek  American 
business  district  and  as  "the  place  to  have  a 
ball."  Restaurants  —  some  of  the  City's 
finest  —  pawnshops,  groceries,  retail  busi- 
nesses prospered,  as  did  coffee  houses  and  a 
low-key  but  popular  red  light  district. 

Prior  to  World  War  II,  said  Mountanous, 
who  is  the  editor  and  owner  of  New 
California,  a  75-year-old  Greek- American 
newspaper,  a  man  or  woman  would  work  a 
16  hour  day,  seven  days  a  week.  By  the 
middle  1940s,  the  Tenderloin's  Greeks  had 
joined  the  middle  and  upper  middle  classes. 

The  Greek  restaurants,  especially,  throbbed 
with  a  Uvely  cUentele,  both  Greek  and 
non-Greek.  "There  were  lines  to  get  into  the 
Minerva  Restaurant, ' '  said  Mountanous. 
"There  was  Greek  food  and  dancing  and 
entertainment. ' ' 

The  last  burst  of  enthusiasm  for  the  restau- 
rants, he  believes  was  in  the  sixties,  when 
the  movies  Zorba  the  Greek  and  Never  on  a 
Sunday  reintroduced  the  Greek  culture  to 
America. 

But,  that  was  twenty  years  ago.  "Today," 
said  Mountanous,  closing  his  eyes  in  despair, 
"this  area  is  in  a  hell  of  a  mess." 

"There  are  no  Greeks  here,"  said  Angelo 
Mountanous,  Bill's  cousin  and  the  owner  of 
Mountanous  Imports  at  146  Eddy  Street.  He 
peered  out  from  under  a  tan  Greek  sailor's 
cap  and  drew  on  his  pipe.  "There  ain't  no 
Greek  Community  —  you  can  count  'em  on 
your  fingers." 

He  added  that  50  years  ago,  "This  was  the 
place  to  have  a  ball,"  the  place  for  a  man  to 
buy  liquor  after  hours,  play  some  cards, 
solicit  a  prostitute.  But  that  was  all  "cleaned 
up"  after  World  War  D. 

In  the  back  of  his  shop,  in  a  room  decorated 
with  buttons  that  sport  the  sayings ,  "  I'm  Ouzo 


A  Sign  -u  oJUi  thaX.  AzmaMu  of,  tkz  Goldan  Vzacock  Az^tawidnt  on  Bddy  St^ee-t. 


powered"  and  "It's  Greek  to  Me,"  Angelo 
Mountanous  broadcasts  "The  Greek  Radio 
Hour. ' '  Actually  a  half-hour  show  taped  on  a 
Sony  reel  to  reel  and  broadcast  three  times  a 
week  on  KFAX  AM  radio,  the  program 
features  modem  Greek  music,  commercials, 
news  from  Greece,  and  local  news:  births, 
baptisms,  engagements  and  other  personal 
triumphs  within  the  Greek  community.  His 
audience  is  mainly  "old  timers"  and  newly 
arrived  inmiigrants.  "The  young  people,  the 
'Americans  of  Greek  descent'  don't  feel  that 
closeness,"  he  said. 


Across  the  street  from  Montanous  Imports 
are  two  Greek  American  Clubs.  The  larger 
one,  which  occupies  the  the  upstairs  room  at 
161  Eddy,  has  a  Greek  president  and  a 
Greek  waitress,  but  most  of  the  members 
are  Iranian,  Arabic  or  Jewish.  There,  the 
men  play  cards  and  shout  for  sweet  Turkish 
coffee  to  Angie,  the  waitress,  who  sucks 
Ouzo-flavored  candy  and  shouts  back  at 
them. 

A  few  doors  down,  behind  a  glass  door  with 
spiderweb  cracks  and  steel  bars,  the  only 
language  spoken  is  Greek,  peppered  by  a 
few  English  curses,  in  rough  masculine 
voice.  A  serious  card  game  is  attended 
fiercely  by  men  who  have  no  interest  in  the 
Tenderloin,  or  what  has  happened  to  the 
Greek  community.  The  card  game  has  been 
going  on  for  years,  and  it  will  continue  for 
years .  Harder  drinks  than  Turkish  coffee  may 
find  their  way  onto  the  card  table,  but  order 
is  always  maintained. 

"They  keep  the  stakes  down,"  said  Bill 
Mountanous.  They  play,  embroiled  in  the 
cards,  for  the  sport,  not  for  the  money. 

The  Athens  Restaurjuit  has  stood,  through 
different  management,  for  40  years.  "This 
(management)  is  best,"  laughs  Vula 
Poupoulou,  the  new  owner,  a  throaty 
vivacious  woman  of  sturdy  proportions  and 
equally  sturdy  character.  She  has  spent  the 
last  few  months,  in  the  spirit  of  the  first 
Greek  business  owners,  working  16  hour 
days.  Her  clientele  is  principally  Greek, 
friends  from  church  and  the  Elas  Soccer 
Association,  a  Greek  American  Soccer  club. 
Often  her  customers  are  greeted  with  hugs. 


kisses  and  shouts  of  "attaboy!" 

"She  makes  very  good  Mousaka,"  said  Bill 
Mountanous. 


Everything  Vula  makes,  in  her  tiny,  blue  and 
white  walled  restaurant,  is  very  good.  The 
room  is  filled  with  flowers,  most  of  them 
genuine.  Miniature  Greek  and  U.S.  flags 
stick  out  of  a  bottle  of  sherry.  Vula  is  proud 
of  her  restaurant.  Her  main  concern  is  the 
degeneration  of  what  was  once  a  lovely 
neighborhood. 

"You  go  to  be  tough  once  in  a  while," 
Nicoletta  Bizahis,  a  woman  in  her  late 
seventies,  who  barely  clears  4'  10",  told 
Vula. 

"You  got  to  be  nice  and  tough,"  said  Vula 
Poupoulou.  "If  you're  straight  tough,  you're 
gonna  get  in  trouble."  She  has  not  been 
robbed  in  the  two  and  a  half  months  she  has 
run  Athens  Restaurant.  "Yet." 

Nicoletta  is  one  of  the  handful  of  Greek 
Americans,  all  senior  citizens,  who  still  live 
in  the  Tenderloin. 

They  Hve  in  subsidized  housing,  said  Bill 
Mountanous,   who  feels  that  the  Greek 
community  should  have  organized  a  senior 
citizens'  home  long  ago. 
To  be  forced  to  live  in  the  Tenderloin,  he 
said,  "is  a  sentence  of  death.  You're  saying 
to  them  'sit  in  the  lobbies  and  die.'  " 


He  himself  has  been  attacked  twice,  in 
daylight,  during  the  past  year.  Mountanous 
feels  that  what's  happening  in  the  Tenderloin 
is  a  barometer  for  what  will  happen  to  the 
entire  city. 

Bill  Mountanous,  Vula,  Nicoletta  and  Zachary 
all  agree  that  there  is  no  future  for  the  dying 
Greek  American  community  in  the 
Tenderloin. 

"Everyone's  moved  to  the  Richmond  and 
Marina,"  Bill  Mountanous  said. 

But,  Angelo  Mountanous's  Import  store  still 
prospers,  Vula  is  gaining  fame  through  her 
Mousaka,  and  behind  the  broken  glass  door, 
men  curse  in  Greek  and  play  cards. 
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Tenant  Space  —  Dealing  with  Rent  Increases 


by  Pat  Budo 


'Starting  with  this  issue,  the  Tenderloin 
Times  begins  a  regular  column  on  tenant 
information.  If  you  have  questions  you 'd  like 
to  see  addressed  in  the  column,  send  them 
to  Tenant  Column,  Tenderloin  Times.  146 
Leavenworth,  SF  94102. 

In  1979,  after  intensive  pressure  by  hard-hit 
tenants,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  passed  the 
Residential  Rent  Stabilization  and  Arbitra- 
tion Ordinance  to  provide  tenants  with 
limited  protection  from  skyrocketing  rent 
increases.  Nevertheless,  tenants  throughout 
the  city  continue  to  report  large  rent 
increases  and  raise  the  question,  "What 
protections  does  the  tenant  have  under  the 
ordinance?" 

The  Ordinance  regulates  how  much  and  how 
often  a  landlord  in  San  Francisco  can 
increase  rents.  This  ordinance  applies  to  all 
buildings  in  San  Francisco  except  those  that 
have  4  units  or  less  if  the  owner  occupies  one 
of  the  units,  public  housing,  non-profit 
cooperatives,  and  buildings  in  which  sub- 
stantial rehabiUtation  takes  place. 

The  Ordinance  allows  the  landlord  an 
automatic  7  %  increase  each  year.  The 
tenant  can  petition  the  Rent  Board  to  rescind 
this  rent  increase  if  the  landlord  has  failed  to 
make  requested  repairs  and  maintenance  as 
required  by  state  and  local  law.  In  addition 
to  the  7%  increase,  the  landlord,  without 


getting  prior  approval  from  the  Rent  Board, 
can  pass  on  to  tenants  increased  PG&E  costs 
and  the  cost  of  capital  improvements  that 
have  been  certified  by  the  Real  Estate 
Department. 

The  landlord  who  wishes  to  increase  rent  in 
excess  of  7%  is  required  to  file  a  petition 
with  the  Rent  Board  and  get  approval  for  the 
portion  of  the  increase  above  7%  prior  to 
collecting  the  increase  from  the  tenants.  In 
his  petition  the  landlord  must  justify  his  rent 
increase  on  the  basis  of  capital  improve- 
ments not  certified  by  the  Real  Estate 
Department,  increased  operating  and  main- 
tenance costs,  or  "comparable  work"  (the 
unit  is  renting  for  substantially  less  than 
comparable  units  in  the  neighborhood).  The 
Rent  Board  will  notify  tenants  of  the 
proposed  increase  and  hold  a  hearing  at 
which  tenants  can  challenge  the  increase. 

The  landlord  must  give  a  tenant  30  days 
written  notice  of  any  rent  increase.  If  the 
notice  is  for  a  rent  increase  in  excess  of  7% , 
the  notice  must  specify  the  reason  for  the 
increase.  The  tenant  does  not  have  to  pay 
any  increase  in  excess  of  7% ,  however,  until 
after  the  Rent  Board  has  heard  and  ruled  on 
the  landlord's  request.  The  increase  allowed 
by  the  Rent  Board  will  then  be  retroactive  to 
the  date  of  the  notice.  If  the  notice  does  not 
give  a  reason  for  an  increase  in  excess  of 
7%,  the  notice  is  null  and  void  and  the 


by  Ellie  Cousineau,  R.N. 


Ql'm  72  years  old,  active  and  healthy  (or 
so  I  thought.)  Lately  I've  noticed  more 
and  more  brownish  splotches  on  my  hands 
and  arms.  What  can  be  done  about  my  "old 
age  spots"  —  should  I  eat  differently,  use  a 
cream  skin-bleach?  Can  these  spots  turn  into 
cancer? 

A Relax.  It  sounds  like  you're  experien- 
cing very  normal  skin  changes  that 
occur  in  most  older  folks,  healthy  ones 
included. 

Think  of  your  skin  as  a  chronicle  that  records 
the  long-term  combined  effects  of  your 
genes,  environment,  diet,  emotions,  activity 
and  body  chemistry. 

Over  time,  skin  loses  elasticity  and  ability  to 
retain  moisture;  blood  flow  to  the  skin  to 
nourish  it  decreases.  The  skin  becomes 
thinner,  more  transparent;  blood  vessels 
just  beneath  the  skin  become  more  fragile 
and  bleed  with  very  little  provocation. 

Bruises  and  purple  spots  seem  to  appear  out 

of  nowhere. 

Whereas  pigment  cells  in  young  skin  are 
able  to  spread  out  evenly,  aging  pigment 
cells  tend  to  clump  and  rapidly  reproduce. 
The  overall  effect:  spots. 

The  "spots"  you  mention  could  be  one  of 
several  types,  all  of  them  quite  common  in 
older  folks: 


Seborrheic  Keratoses.  Keratoses  are  crusty, 
scaly,  thickened  areas  on  the  skin.  Seborrheic 
ones  are  harmless.  They  look  like  drips  of 
yellow  or  brown  wax  attached  to  the  skin. 
They  occur  in  places  where  sebaceous  (oil) 
gland  activity  combines  with  dead  skin. 
They  could  bleed  or  become  infected  if  you 
try  to  pick  them  off. 

Actinic  Keratoses.  These  are  related  to 
actinic  (sun-ray)  exposure  and  are  light  red 
or  pink  leathery,  raised  patches.  They  crop 
up  on  body  areas  exposed  over  long  periods 
of  time  to  sunlight.  While  common,  they  can 
become  cancerous  and  invade  healthy  tissue 
beneath. 

Lentigo  Senilis.  ("Old-age  spots"  or  "Liver 
spots.")  These  have  no  relation  to  Liver 
disease!  They  are  harmless,  may  appear  by 
the  dozens  on  backs  of  hands,  wrists,  arms, 
neck,  face.  Pigment  cells  crowd  each  other 
and  make  skin  tone  uneven.  Commercial 
creams  that  claim  to  lighten  them  can  also 
cause  allergic  reaction,  don't  always  work, 
and  cost  a  lot. 

Cherry  Angioma  ("Cherry  spots"  or  "red 
spots.")  Often  on  chest  or  shoulders,  these 
are  capillaries  that  have  enlarged  and 
bushed-out  beneath  the  skin. 

Moles.  Real  ones,  called  "nevi,"  are  harm- 
less. The  problem  is  too  often  something  is 
dismissed  as  "just  a  mole"  when  it's  not. 

The  point  is,  most  skin  changes  happening 
in  older  folks  are  nothing  to  get  riled-up 
over.  But  it  is  important  to  point  out  the 
changes  you  DO  notice  to  your  doctor  or 
dermatologist.  Changes  in  the  "changes" 
need  to  be  monitored  by  someone  with  lots 
of  expertise. 

Part  of  the  "older''  crowd?  This  is  YOUR 
column.  Every  other  month,  health,  family 
relationship  and  lifestyle  questions  will  be 
discussed  here  based  on  reader's  questions. 
Send  you  questions  to  Feeling  Greyt,  the 
Tenderloin  Times,  146  Leavenworth  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102. 


tenant  does  not  have  to  pay  any  rent 
increase. 

Steps  to  take  if  you  receive  a  rent  increase  in 
excess  of  7%: 

1.  Contact  the  Rent  Board  at  621-7368  to 
determine  if  your  landlord  has  filed  a 
petition  for  the  increase. 

2.  If  the  notice  contains  a  justification  for 
the  increase  above  7%,  pay  only  the  7% 
increase  until  the  Rent  Board  hearing. 

3 .  If  the  notice  does  not  contain  a 
justification  for  the  increase  above  7% ,  file  a 
Summary  Petition  with  the  Rent  Board.  The 
Rent  Board  will  then  notify  your  landlord 
that  the  notice  is  invaUd.  Do  not  pay  any  rent 
increase. 

Further  information  about  rent  increases  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Rent  Board  at  170  Fell 
Street,  phone  number:  621-7368;  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition,  295  Eddy  Street, 
474-2164;  or  the  Tenderioin  Housing  Clinic, 
295  Eddy  Street,  776-8151. 


HOTEL  BURBANK 
317  LEAVENWORTH  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94102 


Recently  refurbished.  The  Hotel  Burbank 
offers  Victorian  charm  at  very  affordable 
prices.  Each  room  has  a  color  TV,  desk, 
direct  dial  phone,  adjoining  bath  and 
waik-in  closet.  Nearby  parking  available. 

RATE  SCHEDULE 

Nov.  1  (o      May  1  to 
April  30        Ocr.  31 
S17.00  120-00 


21.00 


Single  without  Bath- 

1  double  bed,  1  person 
Single  with  Bath- 

1  double  bed,  1  person 
Double  without  Bath- 

1  double  bed,  2  persons 
Double  with  Bath-  t22/$24 

1  double  bed,  2  persons 

Twin  with  bath-2  twin  25.00 

beds,  2  persons 
Double/Double  with  bath-  28.00 

2  double  beds,  2  persons 


S18/$20  S21/S23 


24.00 


$25/$27 


28.00 


31,00 


Additional  person  per  night  t  4.00 

Adjoining  rooms  avaibable  for  families  6i  groups. 

RESERVATIONS  AND  INFORMATION 

For  reservations  contact  your  ticket 
agent,  call  or  write: 

Hotel  Burbank 
317  Leavenworth  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94102 
(415)  771-4242 

One  night  deposit  required  to  hold  any  reserva- 
tion. Reservation  without  deposit  held  until 
12:00    Noon.    Checkout    time:    12:00  Noon. 

Agent  Cooperation  and  Trade  Discount  Available. 


288  GOLDEN  GATE  AVENUE 


(415)  776-9240 


OFFSET  PRINTING  •  XEROXING  •  TYPING/TYPESETTING 
GENERAL  OFFICE  SUPPLIES 


Container 

by  Pam  Peirce 

I've  enjoyed  a  bounty  of  lettuce,  tomatoes, 
green  onions,  garlic  and  other  herbs  from  a 
few  containers  on  the  roof  of  my  apartment 
building.  My  Joy  at  these  successes  was 
heightened  by  the  fact  that  I  had  overcome 
two  previous  years  of  failure  as  a  container 
farmer. 

My  first  try  was  with  a  tomato  plant.  I  filled 
an  old  packing  crate  with  soil  that  I  found  in 
a  vacant  lot  and  put  it  on  my  roof.  In  it  I 
hopefully  planted  a  tomato  seedling.  The 
soil,  like  much  San  Francisco  soil,  was 
sandy.  I  soon  found  that  my  tomato  needed 
an  astonishing  amount  of  water  and  that  I 
disliked  hauling  water  in  gallon  jugs  up  two 
flights  of  stairs.  My  poorly  watered  plant 
made  very  few  tomatoes. 

The  next  year  I  tried  growing  lettuce  and 
bush  beans  in  packing  crates  on  my  window- 
sill.  My  only  sunny  windows  overlooked  a 
very  busy  street  and  I  soon  found  the  plants 
covered  with  an  uappetizing  black  soot. 

Many  Tenderloin  buildings  offer  locations 
wher&  container  farming  can  succeed.  In 
hopes  that  your  first  planting  produces  a 
delicious  harvest,  here  is  a  checklist  of  some 
matters  to  attend  to: 

1.  Use  a  good  soil  mixture.  Don't  try  to  get 
by  on  the  stuff  you  dig  in  a  vacant  lot.  In  a 
container,  sandy  soil  dries  out  too  quickly 
and  clay  soil  doesn't  provide  enough  air 
spaces.  Both  need  a  lot  of  added  organic 
matter  if  they  are  to  be  used  in  containers. 
One  way  to  get  a  good  planter  mix  is  to  buy  it 
in  bags. 

You  can  also  save  money  by  making  your 
own  mix.  In  each  of  the  following  recipes  the 
soil  is  "found"  soil.  You  can  also  find  free 
sawdust  by  asking  at  cabinetmaking  shops 
(hardwood  is  best).  The  sand  you  use  can  be 
found  or  purchased,  but  it  should  not  be 
beach  sand,  which  is  too  salty.  The  recipes: 

(1)  one-fourth  clay  soil,  one-fourth  fine 
sand,  one-half  steer  manure,  or 

(2)  one-third  sandy  soil,  one-third  saw- 
dust, one-third  aged  steer  manure,  or 

(3)  one-third  sandy  soil,  one-third  peat 
moss,  one  third  aged  steer  manure. 

Mix  the  ingredients  well. 

Soilbome  disease  can  sometimes  play  havoc 
with  container  plants,  especially  seedlings. 
You  may  want  to  sterilize  your  found  soil. 
Put  it  in  closed  commercial  "boiling  bags," 
arrange  them  in  single  layers  on  oven  racks 
and  bake  at  215  degrees  for  one  hour. 

2.  Be  sure  the  container  is  deep  enough  for 
the  desired  crop. 

In  a  container  6-10  inches  deep: 
Short  or  round  carrots,  Beets,  Green  onions, 
Radishes,  Leaf  lettuce.  Dwarf  cherry  to- 
matoes,   Small    herbs    (chives,  parsley, 
mint). 


Planting 

In  a  container  10-15  inches  deep: 

Bok  Choy  or  Chinese  cabbage.  Chard, 

Green   or  chili   peppers.   GarUc,  Dwarf 

cherry    tomatoes ,    Celery ,    Strawberries , 

Potatoes. 

In  a  container  15-18  inches  dep: 
Peas,   Snow  peas,   Snap  peas,  Squash, 
Full-sized    tomatoes,    Green  beans, 
Green  or  chili  peppers.  Cucumbers. 

In  a  container  18-24  inches  deep: 
Full-sized  tomatoes,  Com,  BroccoU,  Kale, 
Collards,  Brussel  Sprouts,  Cauliflower. 

3.  If  your  container  must  be  far  from  a 
watering  source,  pay  special  attention  to  soil 
quality.  A  mulch  of  burlap,  newspapers  or 
even  old  carpet  will  reduce  water  loss  from 
the  soil  surface.  (If  you  use  newspapers,  use 
sheets  with  black  ink  only;  colored  ink  is 
toxic.)  Consider  if  there  is  any  way  a  hose 
can  bea  run  to  your  plantings. 

4.  Provide  drainage  holes  in  containers. 
These  holes  can  be  covered  with  fine  screen 
or  nylon  mesh.  Shards  or  pebbles  in  the 
bottom  of  containers  aren't  necessary.  Put 
all  containers  up  on  small  wood  blocks  or 
bricks  to  avoid  stagnation  as  well  as  to 
prevent  damage  to  wood  containers,  roofs  or 
porches. 


5.  Place  containers  where  they  will  get 
adequate  sunlight.  Leafy  and  root  crops 
need  at  least  four  hours  of  full  sun  a  day, 
while  fruiting  crops  need  six  hours  or  more. 
There  is  rarely  enough  light  in  a  completely 
enclosed  lightwell  unless  it  is  wide  and  you 
are  on  the  top  floor. 

6.  Bewaref  of  San  Francisco's  sea  breeze. 
Brisk  winds  from  the  west  to  northwest  are 
typical  in  the  afternoon.  These  are  stronger 
at  roof  level  than  at  ground  level  and  whisk 
around  the  comers  of  tall  buildings.  Plant 
where  there  is  something  to  block  these 
winds  or  constmct  something.  A  windbreak 
with  some  openings,  like  bamboo  screening 
is  more  effective  and  less  likely  to  blow  over 
than  a  solid  one. 

7.  Plan  for  fertilization  while  your  plants  are 
growing.  Container  plants  need  more  water 
than  plants  grown  in  the  open  ground,  no 
matter  how  good  your  soil  mix,  and  this 
water  washes  out  nutrients.  Buy  a  bottle  of 
liquid  seaweed  or  fish  emulsion  and  use 
according  to  directions.  If  you  use  the  same 
soil  year  after  year,  dig  in  more  steer 
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Survey  Results 

The  response  to  last  month's  readers'  survey 
was  pretty  good.  Fifteen  people  filled  out 
their  survey  and  sent  it  back  in.  The 
responses  were  interesting,  particularly  the 
comments  people  made .  Below  are  the 
results  and  excerpts  of  some  of  the  com- 
ments. Thanks  to  all  who  filled  out  their 
survey! 

Circled  below  is  the  average  rating  in  each 
category.  Responses  were  rounded  to  the 
nearest  number.  1  =  lowest,   10  =  highest. 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7v^9  10  Overall  quality  of  the 
paper 

12345678®  10  Housing  development 
coverage 

1234567  ^9  10  Senior  citizens'  issues 

1  2  3  4  5^7  8  9  10  Youth  Issues 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7;i^9  10  Social  Service  issues 

1234567, 8  9  10  Features  on  neighbor- 
hood people 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7'S'9  10  Neighborhood  news 

1  2  3  4  5  .6  7  8  9  10  Hot  Plate  Gourmet 

1234567  e;9  10  Feeling  Greyt  /  Senior 
Alert 

1  2  3  4  5  6-3  8  9  10  Ask  the  People 
1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8s|.10  INshort 
123456^9  10  Poetry  Centerfold 

Conmients 

Keep  up  the  good  work  and  try  making  more 
news  available  on  crime  watch...  my  only 
regret  is  that  it  has  only  a  limited  number  of 
pages  . . .  great  work  increase  the  pace , 
louder...  Great  paper.  Go  after  the  greedy 
landlords ,  speculators ,  developers . . .  We 
need  to  know  how  to  stretch  our  food  dollar 
or  find  a  good  bargain...  It  speaks  for 
itself...  I  like  your  pertinent  articles  con- 
cerning low-income  people...  Advertising 
for  and  from  the  Tenderloin...  paper  ignores 
two  large  segments  of  Tenderloin  population 
—  large  gay  population  and  stable,  family- 
oriented  working  class  Asian,  white  and 
non-white  population...  I  think  your  publica- 
tion is  great  —  and  full  of  extremely 
importemt  info  —  ...Write  more  about  the 
people  who  live  in  the  Tenderloin.  Get 
people  interested  in  each  other,  like  needs 
hopes,  etc.,  etc... 


manure  once  a  year  too. 

8.  Think  of  safety.  Be  sure  the  windowsill 
containers  are  anchored  securely  and  don't 
block  your  fire  escape  or  other  emergency 
exits  with  plants. 

An  excellent  bood  to  read  is  Tub  Farming  by 
Mary  Johnson  ($5.95  Garden  Way  Pubhsh- 
ing,  Charlotte,  VT,  05445).  It  focuses  only  on 
food  container  gardening  and  is  a  well-done 
little  gardening  primer. 

To  plant  in  September: 
Seeds:  Kale,  Mustards,  Chinese  cabbage, 
Spinach,  Lettuce.  Bunching  Onions,  Par- 
snips. 

Plants:  Broccoli,  Cabbage,  Celery,  Lettuce. 
To  plant  in  October: 

Seeds:  Hybrid  Chinese  cabbage.  Mustards, 

Radish.  Lettuce,  Spinach. 
Other:  Garlic  sets,  Onion  sets  for  scalUons. 

To  plant  in  November: 
Seeds:   Radish ,   Lettuce ,   Spinach ,  Fava 
Beans,  Peas.  ... 
Other:  GarUc  sets,  Onion  sets  for  scalbons. 


EMERGENCIES 


Police  

Fire  

Ambulance   

Suicide  Prevention--   

Psychiatric  Crisis/Outreach  (10-6) 
Women  Against  Rape 


 911 

 911 

 911 

 221-1423 

 -- —  673-5700 

  647-RAPE 

Night  Minrster  (10  PM  -4  AM)  986-1464 

Glide  Crisis  Center  (M-F,  8-5)    771-4232 

Comprehensive  Child  Crisis  Center  387-8700 

LEGAL 

S.F.  Neighborhood  Legal  Assistance  433-2535 

Welfare  Rights  Unit  433-2535 

Attorney  Referral  391-6102 

District  Attorney  553-1752 

Public  Defender  553-1671 

Victim  /  Witness  Assistance  552-6550 

Family  Violence  Assistance  552-1926 

Own  Recognizance  Ball  Project  552-2202 

People's  Law  School   285-5069 

Legal  Assistance  to  the  Elderly  861-4444 

NLG  Lawyer  Referral  Service  ($15  fee)  647-5297 

fVlEDICAL 

S  R.  General  Hospital  821-8200 

Central  Emergency    431-2800 

Saint  Anthony's  Clinic  (M-F,  9  -  11:30) —  864-0241 

Haight-Ashbury  Free  Medical  Clinic —  431-1714 

Women's  Needs  Center  -  221-7371 

Health  Center  #4-  -  558-3158 

North  of  Market  Senior  Service  Center  --  885-2274 

Tenderloin  Outpatient  Clinic  -  673-5700 

Mt.  Zion  —  Department  of  Psychiatry  567-1711 

Venereal  Disease  Information  --   495-0600 

SENIORS 

Senior  Information  (24  hours)   558-5512 

Seniors  Friendship  Line  -   752-3778 

Gray  Panthers   552-8800 

North  of  Market  Multi-purpose  Senior  Services  885-2274 

Downtown  Senior  Center —  771-7950 

Senior  Escort  Outreach  Program  673-8600 

Legal  Assistance  to  the  Elderly  -  861-4444 

Salvation  Army  Turk  St.  Center  (senior  lunch)   928-7078 

Downtown  Senior  Social  Services  (9-4)  441-8762 

CHILDREN/YOUTH 

Childcare  Switchboard  (hours  vary)   282-7858 

Child  &  Youth  Sexual  Abuse  Resources  821-8386 

National  Runaway  Switchboard  800-621-4000 

Central  YMCA  Children,  Youth  &  Family  Center  885-0460 

Tenderloin  Child  Care  (under  5  years)   776-341 1 

Huckleberry  House  for  Runaways   621-2929 

Tenderloin  Family  Counseling  Project  781-6738 

Vietnamese  Youth  Center  771-2600 

Hospitality  House  Youth  Services  (M-F  12  -8)  776-2102 

St.  Anthony's  Youth  Drop-In  Center  552-3838 

Legal  Services  for  Children  863-3762 


SWITCHBOARDS 

Drug  Lines  (all  hours)   752-3400 

Mental  Health  Info/Referral  (all  hours)  387-5100 

Haight  Switchboard  (hours  vary)  621-6211 

S.F.  Women's  Switchboard  (hours  vary)  431-1414 

Parental  Stress  Talk  Line  (all  hours)  441-KIDS 

National  Council  on  Alcoholism  563-5400 

Consumer  Action  Information  and  Complaints  665-1544 

D.S.S.  —  Information  and  Referral  772-HELP 

HOUSING 

Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  776-8151 

Rent  Stabilization  &  Arbitration  Board  =  621-RENT 

S.F.  Tenants  Union  (M-F.  1-5  &  M-W  7-9  PM)  282-6622 

Housing  Authority  —  673-5800 

Tenderloin  Neigh.  Development  Corp.  (housing  co-ops)  776-2151 

D.  A.  Consumer  Fraud  Unit  553-1814 

Mayor's  Office  for  Citizens  Assistance  558-2666 

Council  for  Civic  Unity  (Discrimination)  781-2033 

Human  Rights  Commission  (Discrimination)  558-4901 

Bay  Area  Urban  League  Housing  Counseling  431-7530 

Independent  Housing  Services  (housing  for  disabled)  441-6781 

SOCIAL  SERVICES 

Social  Security  956-3000 

Food  Stamps  557-5718 

General  Assistance   864-0948 

Medi-Cal  864-0899 

Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children  557-5723 

E.  D.D.  -  Casual  Labor    557-1238 

E.D.D.  -  Service  and  Industrial  Workers  557-2385 

E.D.D.  -  Professional  and  Clerical  Workers   557-3038 

Unemployment  Insurance  557-1013 

Catholic  Social  Services—  864-7400 

Hearing  Impaired  Program  (C.S.S.)  567-0540' 

Refugee  Resettlement  Program  557-6325 

Welfare  Assistance  Program  (12-4,  M-F)  776-2102 

Friends  Exchange  for  Mental  &  Physical  Health   863-1 1 30 

Swords  to  Ploughshares  (Veteran  Services)   552-8804 

Independent  Living  Project  751-8765* 

Tenderloin  Food  Club  (Th.  11-1)   771-2786 

Heart  of  the  City  Farmer's  Market  621-0422 

OTHER 

Hospitality  House   776-2103 

Streetwork/Drug  Outreach  Program  (under  18)  776-2103 

Saint  Anthony's  Dining  Room  (10-12:30  daily)  552-3838 

Meals  on  Wheels  474-4646 

Travelers  Aid  Society  781-6738 

M.A.P.  (alcohol  detoxification)   431-7400 

W.O. M.A.N.  Inc.  (for  battered  women)   —864-4722 

Women's  Resource  Center  (24  hour)  474-2400 

Center  for  Education/Iris  Project  397-2023 

18th  Street  Services  (alcohol  help  for  gays)  863-8111 

Welfare  Rights  Organization  397-7121 

City  Prison   553-144r 

S.F.  Board  of  Supervisors  558-3184' 

S.F.  Municipal  Railway  673-MUNI 

North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition  474-2164 

Veterans  Centers  386-6726  &  824-1 1 1 1 

Economic  Opportunity  Council   771-7100 

*TTY  System  available  for  communication  with  the  deaf 


-DR.  ORWITZ  -  DENTIST- 
NO  APPgiNTMErg  NEO^ 
BRIDGEWORK  -  FILLINGS 

PLATES  MADE  IN  1  DAY 

EXTRACTIONS 
PLATES  BEPAIBED 

WHILE  YOU  WAIT 


SENiOfl  CITIZENS; 

ASK  AMCn  lEIUCED  PEES 

snaoF-con  pwkkam  PARnciPAKT 

CQA  SPOMSORED 


NOTICE:  UNION  MEMBERS 

COVERED  ONDER  YOUR  UNION 
DENTAL  PLAN:  SIMPLY  BRING 
IN  THE  P0FM5  FURNISHED 
BY  YOUR  EKPLOYER 


MEDI-CAL  ACCEPTED 


FREE  PARKING 
Mission  at  7th  Lot  Next  to  Poet  Office. 
Obtain  Ticket  at  Dr.  Orwitz  Office. 


DR.  S.  D.  ORWITZ 

1033  MARKET  ST. 


Bctwiin  6th  t  Tlh  Sts.' 


BE  INFORMED-.  SUBSCRIBE 

TO  THE  TENDERLOIN  TIMES 


